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Summer Solstice, New York City' Poem Analysis
Human interaction is a vital life component in the poem, “Summer Solstice, New York City,” by Sharon Olds. The poem is centred on a suicide attempt and the various actions undertaken by the police in an effort to prevent it.Olds starts the poem by narrating a story of a man, standing on top of a building, ready to commit take his life. At the top of the building, the man looks down and sees people talking, walking and busy in their world. The author uses poetic word to painta picture a very lonely man in a crowded world, yet in a dramatic moment of deciding between life and death.

Character 

The first paragraph, the poem presents a character of a man who is already tired with his duties and life in general. “By the end of the longest day of the year he could not stand it”. The next lines in the poem the author tries to explain the reason behind the suicide attempt, maybe the man thinks giving up in life is easier compared to living. However committing suicide is not a solution to fixing problems in life. The poem is themed around prejudice, since Olds fist presented a man who was keen to commit suicide but did not. The police were able to deter suicide attempt, by showing him the beauty in this world.The man in the poem finally gets personal attention after going through one of the longest day of the year in the United States’ most populous city, this keeps him from jumping off the ledge. 
Descriptive words 

The author uses the speaker’s environment to present a society whose happiness depends more on human interactions instead of physical surroundings. Descriptive words have been used by the author to portray a superficial city, such words include “iron,” “tarry,” and “tin,” The city was built from manmade structures which most conduct heat thus presenting the madness and anger of the man in the poem. Though the city is depicted as materialistic, however it is the society that have shaped and produced the New York City. The city and people living in are dependent on each other. From the poem the author mentions, “Then the huge machinery of the earth began to work for his life,” just before the man realised he was not going to commit suicide. 
Symbolism

The author also uses symbolism at describing the “machinery,” the city, which saved the man’s life. Though the man thought the “huge machinery” was against him, it was the city and people in it that saved his precious life. Thus the New York City saved his life. Likewise, Olds presents the significance of humanity towards the end of the poem by using an allusion of a campfire from a cigarette. The campfire is a symbol of socialisation while the cigarette presented to the man portrays a technique of realising stress. All this are important human interactions that the man needed to keep him living, more significant compared to the city made materialist possessions.
Work Cited
Olds, Sharon. “Summer Solstice, New York City.” The Gold Cell, (1987).
